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Graduation Really Achieves Dreams

Project GRAD New Orleans Overview

What is Project GRAD?

Project GRAD is a research-based PreK-16 model that successfully serves over 134,000 students in 15 cities across the nation in communities with unique political, economic, social, and environmental barriers. The mission of the organization is to provide a high quality public education for all children in economically disadvantaged communities so that high school graduation rates increase dramatically and graduates are prepared to enter and succeed in college.

What is the Status of Project GRAD New Orleans?

GRAD New Orleans a local, independent 501(c)3 organization that  has begun by forging a long term partnership with the Algiers Charter Schools Association (ACSA) in five schools, representing more than 4000 students (80% of whom qualify for free and reduced price lunch). The following schools have voted approval of GRAD: Edna Karr High School, O. Perry Walker High School, Eisenhower Elementary, Fischer Elementary school and McDonogh #32 Elementary. Eisenhower has Success for All Reading, Consistency Management and Cooperative Discipline (Classroom Management), Communities In Schools (Social Services) and Project GRAD Mathematics in place.  Eisenhower 4th grade students made significant improvements in LEAP mathematics test scores from last year.  
Edna Karr completed its second year of the Summer Bridge for the rising 9th grade students and Summer Institute for 10th and 11th graders, who experienced college in the Project GRAD Summer Institute at Holy Cross College and Delgado Community College campuses and has a College Access Coordinator and College Access Center on site. O. Perry Walker High School has begun its College Readiness program and McDonogh 32 and Fischer are beginning Project GRAD Mathematics this year.
What is the leadership of Project GRAD New Orleans?

The Board of Directors includes: Dr. James Carter, Pres. Emeritus of Loyola University; Elsie Rose, Past President. of the ASCA; Sara Massey, Executive Director, Communities In Schools of N.O.; Roselle Ungar, Director of Community and Philanthropic Affairs for Crescent Bank & Trust; Dr. Frank Williams, Executive Director, Greater N.O. Education. Foundation; Leslie A. Ellison, Chair, Education Committee of the Algiers Economic Development Foundation; Centrell Alfred-Ewell, President of the National Coalition of 100 Black Women, GNO Chapter; Stephen R. Douville, N.O. Area Manager, Piccadilly Restaurants; Gwendolyn Hudson, Admissions Liaison, Xavier University of LA; Richard Osborne, Industrial Engineer (retired), Northrop Grumman; and Advisory Members, Robert Reily, The Reily Foundation; and Dr. Brian Riedlinger, President and CEO of the School Leadership Center of GNO.  Yvonne Mitchell-Grubb is the Executive Director.

Who supports Project GRAD New Orleans?

The current Board of Directors is developing its fund development plan to leverage a two year gift from the
Reily Foundation and the State TOPS Scholarship program which provides scholarships for all students meeting

GRAD’s criteria for a college prep curriculum with at 2.5 GPA. Other supporters include Capital One Bank, The Greater New Orleans Foundation, Piccadilly Restaurants, The National Coalition of 100 Black Women, GNO Chapter, Adams and Reese, and other individual and corporate donors. 
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